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In insurance, the determination of the cause of the accidents which plays 
an important role in the insurer is liable for the insurance liability of the 
insurance contract. The performing of the indemnity liability in the insurance 
contract for the insurer depends neither the risk of accept insurance nor the loss 
of accept insurance, but cause and effect relationship between the risk of accept 
insurance and the loss of accept insurance under the promise of insurance 
contract instead. At present, “cause and effect relationship” is known as 
“principle of proximate cause” in the world. Principle of proximate cause 
produced in the United Kingdom 18, 19 century. For centuries, the principle of 
proximate cause as an international insurance claims business has been 
recognized in one of the basic principles. From generation up to now of the 
basic principle, there gradually formed “reasonable result of blame-shifting 
principles”, “forces of reason”, “causal theory of proportion” and “shared 
principles” such as new theories and research methods. In thesis, the author 
mainly adopts this method-- from the fact to the law. On the basis of previous 
studies, the author will proceed with from the development trend of the 
principle of proximate cause, base on the historical development of the 
principle of proximate cause and depend on the ripe theories and system of 
proximate cause of common law system to explore the formation conditions and 
changes and trace further the origin of the principle of proximate cause. At the 
same time, the author will search for the edification which the principle of 
proximate cause gives our country. 
Besides introduction and conclusion, there are four chapters, and the main 
content is as follows: 
The fist chapter, it introduces the basis of the balance of interests of the 















background of the principle of proximate cause,. Analyze the cause of the 
balance of interests of the principle of proximate cause. 
The second chapter, it expounds the development of  the principle of 
proximate cause. It will search from the foundation of the principle of 
proximate cause to its development and change and explore the development 
direction through the famous cases. 
The third chapter, it analyzes the specific expression of the principle of 
proximate cause from the theories to the practices. It will further analyze the 
specific application of the principle of proximate cause from more a result of a 
continuous occurrence and the burden of proof allocation. 
The forth chapter, it confers the edification about the principle of 
proximate cause which gives our country and brings up a few proposals on 
establishing the principle of proximate cause. 
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定观察某事件在反复 n 次中，出现 r 次，在观察次数较多时，r/n 常接近保
持同一数值。以此适用于保险，对多数相同种类的危险集团加以观察，所
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